[Pheochromocytoma: rare lethal challenging diagnosis that may be encountered by gynecologists and obstetricians].
Pheochromocytomas are rare but potentially lethal tumors responsible for malignant hypertension. They may be encountered by gynecologists and obstetricians. The diagnosis is difficult because it can be mistaken for diseases more frequent like preeclampsia or other pelvic tumors. We report two cases highlighting clinical clues such as labile hypertension, headache, sweating, palpitations and failure to respond to conventional treatment should prompt physicians to screen patients for pheochromocytoma by measuring the 24-hour urinary catecholamines. The surgery must be performed after using an appropriate preoperative treatment, in order not to trigger lethal outcome. During pregnancy, C-section is recommended.